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 Contraband Trade by Curaçao' s Jews with
 Countries of Idolatry , 1660-1800

 • Wim Klooster

 In the spring of 1682, a remarkable incident took place on the small Carib-
 bean island of Curaçao. Anchored in the port of Willemstad was a Spanish ship,
 awaiting the delivery of a consignment of slaves. It was moored at a spot that was
 known as the Jewish Promenade. Apparently bent on goading the island's Jews, the
 Spanish sailors let some sheep walk up and down the promenade. They trained them
 to jump and walk on their hind legs, giving each sheep the name of a particular
 Curaçaoan Jew: one was Carvalho, another one was de Crasto, and a third Marche-
 na. Moreover, the Spaniards, allegedly following some old custom, decided to hoist
 a dummy to the mast-head of their vessel on Maundy Thursday. This was to repre-
 sent Judas Iscariot, but at the same time it would be the spitting image of Curaçao's
 rabbi.1 After a symbolic execution, the dummy was to be dragged down to the
 synagogue.

 When the plan leaked out, delegates of the Jewish community appealed to
 Governor Van Liebergen, warning him that the younger members of the communi-

 ty would take grave offence at the threatened harassment. They were planning to
 protest against the Spanish antics and would willingly risk their lives to prevent the
 affront. Van Liebergen spoke to Balthasar Beck, a Dutchman who, as the factor of
 the asiento ,2 was superior in rank to the Spanish sailors. But Beck dismissed the
 Spaniards' plans as a harmless bit of fun, claiming that this was simply part of their
 religion. While never openly admitting it, Beck was probably the main culprit re-
 sponsible for the incident. The previous year, he had gathered a group of twenty-
 five Curaçaoans to compose a letter protesting against the enforcement of a 10 per
 cent tax on produce and cattle. The four Jews who were among the protestors,
 backed the protest but disagreed with the comparison of the rule of the Dutch West
 India Company directors with the sixteenth-century tyranny of the Duke of Alba in
 the Netherlands. In the end, the four did not sign the document.3 The names given
 to the Spanish sheep were the names of these Jews.

 1 The spectacle had its roots in medieval Europe, where Judas was hanged with a moneybag
 suspended from his neck to personify avarice. All of the standard forms of Jewish dress were
 applied to Judas. Lester K. Little, 'The Jews in Christian Europe', in: Jeremy Cohen (ed.),
 Essential Papers on Judaism and Christianity in Conflict: From Late Antiquity to the Reformation
 (New York and London 1991) p. 276-297, ibid., p. 289, 296n.
 An asiento was a monopoly contract signed by the Spanish Crown with a merchant or a
 mercantile firm to supply Spanish America with African slaves.
 Isaac S. Emmanuel and Suzanne A. Emmanuel, History of the Jews of the Netherlands Antilles , 2
 vols. (Cincinatti 1970) Vol. I, p. 84-86.
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 Although concerned, Van Liebergen was not able to prevent the Spaniards
 carrying out their plan. The Judas was hoisted to the mast-top, set alight with a
 grenade and detonated. Later, the Spaniards were fined 100 pesos and Beck was
 dismissed as captain of the civic guard.4

 This incident was quite unusual. Under the Dutch West India Company, Cura-
 çao was a safe haven for Jews. Although the Company could not prevent the Sab-
 bath rest being disturbed,5 it did guarantee Jews freedom of religion and protection
 of their property. As this article tries to show, under these conditions, the Jews
 made a living, not so much as planters as in the other Dutch Caribbean colony of
 Suriname, but as traders.

 Few descriptions have survived of Curaçao in the days of the West India Com-
 pany. The handful of travellers who did record their impressions in writing usually
 only described Willemstad, the island's only town:

 'This town can hardly be said to have been built as regularly as our Dutch towns; even so the

 buildings display a kind of grandeur that pleases the eye. They are mostly built of brick, one or

 two storeys high, according to the owner's means; downstairs are the warehouses or repositories,

 which are convenient and comfortable, around the first floor there is a veranda, where in the heat

 of the day the occupants seat themselves for refreshment; they avail themselves of net windows

 rather than glass ones, so that the air moves freely and keeps the rooms aired. The public

 buildings in town are not very notable.'6

 The Dutch West India Company had captured Curaçao in 1634 from thirty-
 two Spaniards, and used the island initially as a military base. Invading the Spanish
 Main almost every year, the Dutch sacked, looted and pillaged enemy settlements
 from Maracaibo to Cartagena. With the arrival of peace in 1648, Curaçao lost its
 primary function as a military base and lingered on for several years. The Company
 board even toyed with the idea of giving up the island, along with the neighbouring
 islands of Aruba and Bonaire, but abandoned the idea after further consideration.

 In the early years, it would indeed have been difficult to say why a metropoli-
 tan power should have considered the islands important possessions. A small group
 of Dutch immigrants and retired Company servants established themselves as free

 4 Governor Nicolaas van Liebergen to the WIC, Chamber of Amsterdam. Curaçao, April 25, 1682.
 Meeting of the Council of Curaçao, 28 March 1682. Memorandum of 'Jan Ignacius' Echeverria.
 Curaçao, 14 April 1682. Algemeen Rijksarchief, The Hague (ARA) Nieuwe West-Indische
 Compagnie (NWIC) 617 fols. 149-152, 178, 193-194.

 5 In 1701, it was rumoured that the Governor was about to deprive the Jews of that privilege.
 Alarmed, the Chamber of Amsterdam wrote to the governor of Curaçao that the island's
 commerce and its population would be greatly harmed if these plans were put into effect. J.H .J.
 Hamelberg, Documenten behoorende bij eDe Nederlanders op ae West- Inaische Eilanden '
 (Amsterdam 1901-1903) p. 109. Joh. Hartog, Curaçao. Van kolonie tot autonomie , 2 vols. (Aruba
 1961) Vol I, p. 340-343. Emmanuel and Emmanuel, op. cit.. Vol. I, p. 38-50, 62-63.

 6 J.H. Hering, Beschryving van het eiland Curaçao en de daar onder hoorende eilanden , Bon- Aire ,
 Oroba en Klein Curaçao. Benevens een kort bericht , wegens het gesprongen schip Alphen
 (Amsterdam 1779) p. 39.
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 planters on land allotted by the governor. Their agricultural experiments generally
 ended in failure, some tried cultivating cash crops such as tobacco, indigo, and sugar,
 but without much success - all attempts at growing these products proved futile.
 Cotton production was fostered by governor Jan van Erpecum (1683-1685), who
 had hundreds of spinning wheels shipped to Curaçao. But after two good years, the
 crop was destroyed by caterpillars.7 In general, the soil of the island was unsuitable
 for agriculture, and the plantations were eventually transformed into mixed farms
 that combined maize and livestock farming. A Curaçaoan plantation could never
 provide its owner with a major source of income. It was more a status symbol for
 elite families.8

 It was trade that allowed Curaçao to survive. From around 1660, Willemstad
 developed into a local counterpart of Amsterdam, a staple market in which supply
 and demand were concentrated. The continuous commercial expansion attracted a
 large number of merchants and sailors, and contributed to the island's population
 increase. The number of free residents in Willemstad rose from 300 in 1675 to 850 in

 1715 and 6,000 in 1789; the latter including 2,500 Protestants and 1,100 Jews.9

 Little is known about the first Jews who came to Curaçao. It was probably a
 very small group that arrived in the 1650s, but the Jewish proportion of the pop-
 ulation grew rapidly, both through natural increase and immigration of new families
 from the Netherlands. Another small group was expelled from the French island of
 Martinique and arrived in 1685. 10 One estimate puts the number of Jewish families
 in the mid-eighteenth century at roughly the same level as that of the Christians.11
 Table 1 shows that the growth of the Jewish population did not continue.

 7 Total cotton exports for 1688-1693 amounted to no more than 21,401 pounds, or 3,567 on average
 annually. Yet cultivation was not given up entirely and probably continued on a small scale
 throughout the eighteenth century. The total sugar export between 1675 and 1688 amounted to
 274,092 pounds: 'Consideratien over den toestand van ťeijlant van Curacao*, 1695. ARA
 Verspreide West-Indische Stukken 394. Hartog, op. cit ., Vol. I, p. 368-369. For an experiment with
 indigo in the eighteenth century, see: Governor Jacob Beck to the WIC, Chamber of Zeeland.
 Curaçao, June 1, 1707. Governor Abraham Beck to the WIC, Chamber of Zeeland. Curaçao,
 August 9, 1710. ARA NWIC 1148 and NWIC 1149 fol. 34.
 Report by W.A.I, van Grovenstein and W.C. Boeii. The Hague, 11 February 1791. ARA
 Verspreide West-Indische Stukken 972. J.A. Schilttamp, Bestuur en rechtspraak in de Nederlandse
 Antillen ten tijde van de West-Indische Compagnie (Willemstad 1972) p. 30-31. H. Hoetink, The
 Two Variants in Caribbean Race Relations. A Contribution to the Sociology of Segmented Societies
 (London, New York and Toronto 1967) p. 112. W.E. Renkema, H et Curaçaose planta geb e drijf in
 de 19e eeuw (Zutphen 1981) p. 252-254.

 9 The precise number of Jews was 1,095, most of whom (1,023) lived in Willemstad.
 10 Among them was Benjamin de Casseres, nephew of Spinoza. I.S. Emmanuel, 'Les juifs de la

 Martinique et leurs coreligionnairs d'Amsterdam au XVIIe siècle', Revue des Etudes Juives 123
 (1964) p. 516.

 11 Cornelis Ch. Goslinga, The Dutch in the Caribbean and in the Guianas 1680-1791 (Assen,
 Maastricht and Dover, New Hampshire 1985) p. 114-115. Among the Jewish immigrants from the
 Dutch Republic, many were poverty-stricken. Between 1697 and 1792, 140 heads of Amsterdam
 families received financial support to facilitate migration to Curaçao. Y. Kaplan, 'De joden in de
 Republiek tot omstreeks 1750 - Religieus, cultureel en sociaal leven', in: J.H.C. Blom, R.G. Fuks-
 Mansfeld and I. Schöffer (eds.), Geschiedenis van de joden in Nederland (Amsterdam 1995) p. 133.
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 Table 1

 Population of Curaçao in 178912

 Willemstad Countryside Total
 and districts

 Whites Christians 2,001 468 2,469 ( 11.8%)
 Jews 1,023 72 1,095 ( 5.2%)

 Non-whites Free men 2,617 1,097 3,714 ( 17.7%)
 Slaves 5,419 7,445 12,864 ( 61.3%)

 Free servants13 483 363 846 ( 4.0%)

 11,543 9,445 20,988 (100%)

 The arrival of the Jews may have been the single most important impetus to
 Curaçao's rise as a regional entrepot. Although they did not shun agriculture, the
 Jews soon found out that it paid to go into commerce. Before long, many became
 merchants and ship-owners, making full use of their assets: their mastery of the
 Spanish language, as well as their family networks across the Atlantic with various
 relatives acting as business associates. Trade was a man's world, although widows
 often carried on the company of their deceased husband, and wives might manage
 their husband's business if the latter were temporarily off the island.14

 Important though the Jewish contribution was, Curaçao's commodities trade
 was not predominantly a Jewish affair, despite what the Emmanuels have suggested.
 The Protestants always dominated commercial life, contributing, for example,
 114,540 pesos out of a total sum of 150,000 pesos exacted in 1713 by the French
 privateer Jacques Cassard. On Curaçao sums as large as this could only have derived
 from commerce.

 Jewish activities were not confined to trade and ship-owning. Many chose relat-
 ed professions, as for instance Daniel Cohen Henriquez, who sorted out the differ-
 ent tobacco grades that were to be shipped to Amsterdam. Brokerage became some-
 thing of a Jewish specialty and the insurance business practically a Jewish
 monopoly.15

 Jews and the slave trade

 It has been suggested in recent years that Curaçao's Jews worked their way up
 by trampling on African slaves.16 And it should be said that the Curaçaoan slave

 12 Adapted from General survey of Curaçao and dependant islands, Appendix no. 16: Report of
 private houses. ARA Raad van Coloniën 120.
 In the census, this group was not subdivided into Tews, Protestants and freemen.

 14 Request of Sara Pessoa, wife of Jacob Moron. Minutes of the council of Curaçao, 2 May 1797.
 ARA West-Indische bezittineen en Kust van Guinea 1795-1800.

 15 In 1734, 39 out of 44 insurers were Jews. Sixty years later, there were 17 Jews among 25 sworn
 brokers. ARA West-Indische bezittineen en Kust van Guinea 1795-1800 136 fol. 20.

 16 The Nation of Islam , the radical movement of Black Muslims headed by the well-known activist
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 trade was a thriving business in the closing decades of the seventeenth century, when
 Spanish America came to depend on Dutch supplies of African labour. Since Spain
 was prevented from colonizing the African coast by the Treaty of Tordesillas (1494),
 she had to purchase slaves from foreign countries that had established bases in West
 Africa. From 1595, the Spanish Crown concluded asientos with Portuguese mer-
 chants who specialized in the slave trade, until Portugal seceded from the Iberian
 union in 1640. In the decades that followed, the supply of slaves to Spanish America
 fell short of requirements.

 Well-informed Amsterdam merchants conceived a plan to ship slaves to Spanish
 America and approached the first Spanish envoy shortly after the Treaty of Munster
 (1648). Demonstrating their knowledge of the Spanish colonies, they suggested that
 the slaves be put to work in the mines of Peru, Quito, Potosí, and New Granada, in
 Margarita's agriculture and pearl fisheries, as wheat and tobacco growers in Vene-
 zuela, as indigo growers in Guatemala and Honduras, as well as in the towns of San
 Carlos, Trujillo, and Barú in the district of Maracaibo.17 Fearing that the slave trade
 would be used as a front for contraband trade, the Spanish Crown rejected the
 proposal. Undaunted, the Dutch started shipping slaves to Spanish America, sending
 Africans to Cartagena, Portobelo, Santo Domingo, and Buenos Aires.18 After new
 life had been breathed into the asiento in 1662, the monopolist slavers from Genoa
 and Portugal decided not to import the slaves themselves from Africa. Instead, they

 Louis Farrakhan, has repeatedly argued that the Jews played an important role in the Atlantic
 slave trade. In a book published in 1991 ( The Nation of Islam , The Secret Relationship Between
 Blacks and Jews), the Jews appear in a bad light. Their expulsion from sixty-four European cities
 and countries is said to have been the direct consequence of monopolistic practices and economic
 exploitation, while their presumed centuries -long involvement in the Black slave trade is described
 as the root cause of the expulsion of more than 300,000 Jews from Spain in 1492. Moving to the
 New World, the Jews took up the cultivation of sugar cane. 'Jewish slave traders procured Black
 Africans by the tens of thousands and funnelled them to the plantations of South America and the
 Caribbean* (p. 19). Either openly or in Christian disguises, the Jews continued to dominate the
 Atlantic slave trade until its demise.

 These allegations have not been left unanswered. Historians such as Seymour Drescher and David
 Brion Davis have pointed out that England and France carried more than 40% of all African
 slaves to the New World and that only a handful of Jewish families participated in it. Seymour
 Drescher, 'The Role of Jews in the Transatlantic Slave Trade', in Immigrants and Minorities 12
 (July 1993) p. 113-125; David Brion Davis, 'The Slave Trade and the Jews', in The New York
 Review of Books 41 no. 21 (22 December 1994) p. 14-16. But what about the Dutch Jews? They
 are singled out as the true villains in The Secret Relationship , whose authors quote extensively
 from a book published in 1937, Herbert I. Bloom's The economic activities от the Jews of
 Amsterdam in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Above all, the Jewish merchants of
 Curaçao are accused of being especially involved in the transport of African slaves to Spanish
 American ports. The same view is propagated by Leonard Jeffries of New York's City College,
 one of the most vociferous mouthpieces of the Nation of Islam's African diaspora theory.
 Strangely enough, these accusations turn out to be of little substance when the archives are
 examined more closely.

 17 Antonio Brun to the King. Cambray, 27 August 1649. Archivo General de Indias [Seville] (AGI)
 Indiferente General 1668.

 18 Once the Africans reached Portobelo and Cartagena, their odyssey was not over yet. It often took
 another tiresome journey for them to reach their final destination. Most were carried to Lima,
 where local merchants always had silver at hand to pay for slave labour. From there, large
 numbers were distributed to Chile, Quito, and the rest of the Viceroyalty of Peru.
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 often went to Curaçao, thus turning this infertile island into the centre of the Carib-
 bean slave trade in the last third of the seventeenth century.

 Like Christian planters, Jewish settlers bought slaves from the Company for
 their personal use, although there is no indication that Jews were purchasing more
 than Gentiles.19 Nor did the slave trade become a Jewish affair par excellence. The
 share of Curaçao's Jews in the transatlantic and Caribbean slave trades was remarka-

 bly modest. It is difficult to find more than a handful of Jewish names among those
 actively transporting slaves.20 One of the exceptions was Phelipe Henriquez (с.
 1660-1718), a man in charge of the transatlantic slave trade around the turn of the
 eighteenth century as an agent of the Portuguese asentistas .21 He was later appointed
 agent of a French company that held the asiento }2

 The local employees of the Dutch West India Company, the organization that
 monopolized the Dutch slave trade, were invariably Protestants. Furthermore, the
 initial Jewish capital investments in the Company amounted to no more than half of
 one per cent. This share increased in the course of the seventeenth century, as can be
 inferred from a list of 107 shareholders drawn up at the time of the dissolution of
 the first and the simultaneous creation of the second Dutch West India Company in
 1674. The names of five Jews, or pairs of Jews, were listed who between them
 owned 5% of the shares.23

 Among the Jews investing in the second Company were two Sephardim who
 were building up an impressive record of service in international diplomacy: Manuel
 de Belmonte and François Schonenberg. Baron Manuel de Belmonte was the agent
 of the Spanish Crown in Amsterdam and occasionally acted as Spain's representative
 in The Hague.24 He was known to profess his Judaism openly. His cousin, Jacob
 Abraham Belmonte, who called himself François or Francisco Schonenberg,25 was a
 diplomat at the Spanish court, where he was the personal envoy of William III as
 King of England, and the chargé d'affaires of the Dutch States General.

 19 Emmanuel and Emmanuel, op. cit., Vol. I, p. 77-80.
 Among the exceptions were Moshe Lopez, a.k.a. Francisco Lopez Henriquez (d. 1707), Manuel de
 Pina, and Manuel Alvares Correa (1650-1717). Emmanuel and Emmanuel, op. cit., Vol. I, 76. Isaac
 Samuel S. Emmanuel, Precious Stones of the Jews of Curacao: Curacao Jewry 1656-1957 (New
 York 1957) p. 207, 231.

 21 Gonçalves lists him under his supposed Portuguese name João Mourão. José Gonçalves Salvador,
 Os Magnatas do Tráfico Negreiro (Séculos XVI e XVII) (São Paulo 1981) p. 29.

 22 At Utrecht in 1713, following the War of the Spanish Succession, the asiento was granted to
 Britain, and the British asentistas rarelv called on the Dutch entrepôt.

 23 The Jewish shareholders were Anthoni Lopes Suaso (/ 107,667), Jacob del Monte (/ 30,000),
 Jeronimus Nunes da Costa (/ 46,200), Jacob and Moses Nunes Henriques (at least / 28,000), and
 Simon and Louis Rodrigues de Sousa (/ 30,000). The total capital stock was / 4,866,000. Norbert
 H. Schneeloch, Aktionäre der Westindischen Compagnie von 1674. Die Verschmelzung der alten
 Kapitalzeb er çr Uppen zu einer neuen Aktiengesellschaft (Stuttgart 1982) p. 33-34.

 24 In 1666, Manuel de Belmonte was appointed Spain's agent in Amsterdam. In 1679 he was elevated
 to the rank of residente , and in 1693 to Baron. Daniel M. Swetschinski, 'The Portuguese Jewish
 merchants of seventeenth century Amsterdam: a social profile' (Ph.D. dissertation, Brandeis
 University 1979), p. 247, 263, 270.

 25 In Dutch, Schonenberg is a literal translation of Belmonte.
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 The mediation of Jacob Abraham paved the way for an important contract
 concluded by the Coijmans firm with the Spanish Crown in 1679. In the following
 years, he represented the interests of the Dutch slave trade at the Spanish court.
 Manuel was one of the financiers of this 'odious commerce', bearing the risk of
 several voyages from Curaçao to Cartagena de Indias and Veracruz. One source
 claims that in return, he received three pesos for every pieza de Indias ,26 which
 would have left him with about 17,000 pesos after four years. At the same time,
 however, the debts of the actual slave traders to Manuel ran up to 14,500 pesos, so
 that he gained a net profit of only 2,500 pesos.27 Jacob Abraham also tried to get a
 piece of the pie, but on balance, he lost out, which may explain the less than cordial
 undertone in his complaint to the Spanish Crown on behalf of the States General
 that debts were not being paid.28

 Besides the Belmontes, at least five gentile men of means invested in the Dutch
 slave trade in the 1680s. In 1698-1701, however, most Dutch investments in the
 asiento slave trade did come from the Jews of the United Provinces. This particular
 asiento seems to have been a largely Portuguese Jewish affair. Manuel de Belmonte
 and the firm of Luis and Simão Rodrigues da Sousa were the Amsterdam factors of
 the Portuguese Cacheu Company and its delegates to the Dutch West India Compa-
 ny, while Phelipe Henriquez was involved in transatlantic shipments and as the
 Cacheu Company's Curaçao factor.29 Henriquez was responsible for the transporta-
 tion of nearly three thousand slaves to Cartagena.30 The Dutch, and therefore Jew-
 ish, role in this asiento was cut short by the stand taken by the Spanish Crown.
 Only one year after it became operative, Dutch vessels were prohibited from enter-
 ing Cartagena, and the collaboration was ended abruptly following a dispute over
 slave prices.

 This episode in the slave trade was not characteristic. The notion presented by

 26 The pieza de Indias was the unit of measurement used in the asiento slave trade to Spanish
 America after 1663, and was gradually adopted throughout the Americas. The term aid not refer
 to an individual slave, constituting rather a theoretical value, equivalent to an adult slave in the
 prime of his or her life, of a certain height and without considerable physical defects.
 Pertinent en Waarachtig Verhaal van alle de Handelingen en Directie van Pedro van Belle ontrent
 Den Slavenhandely of te, bet Assiento de Negros, eerst aoor D. Juan Barosso y Posso , bij zijn
 overlijden door D. Nicolas Porsio, en daar na door Balthasar Coijmans met den Koning van
 Spangien aangegaan , zoo in Spangien, de West-Indijes, als op Curaçao: Dienende Tot
 onderricbtinge van alle die gene , die bij bet voorsz. Assiento , ofte de Compagnie van Coijmans en
 Van Belle tot Cadix , eenigsints zouden mögen wezen geinteresseert (Rotterdam 1689) Appendix, p.
 171-175.

 28 Georges Scelle, La traite négrière aux Indes de Castille; contrats et traités d'Assiento, 2 vols. (Paris
 1906) Vol. I, p. 689.

 29 Jonathan I. Israel, 'The Dutch Republic and its Jews during the conflict over the Spanish
 succession (1699-1715)*, in: Jozepn Michman (ed.), Dutch Jewish History Vol. 2. Proceedings of
 the Fourth Symposium on the History of the Jews in the Netherlands 7-10 December - Tel Aviv-
 Jerusalem , 1986 (Assen and Maastricht 1989) p. 123.
 Palacios Preciado lists a total number of 810, but mentions two unidentified ships that, in 1698,
 took 150 additional slaves to Cartagena. Phelipe Henriquez and his fellow Curaçaoan Juan Morón
 were the masters of these vessels. J. Palacios Preciado, La trata de negros por Cartagena de Indias
 (Tunja 1973) p. 100-101.
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 Leonard Jeffries and others31 that Curaçao's slave trade revolved entirely around
 Jewish immigrants, is simply not true. Accordingly, the collapse of the island's slave
 market after the War of the Spanish Succession (1701-1713) did not lead to consid-
 erable financial losses for the Sephardim of Curaçao. It was textiles and hardware
 which were the real backbone of their trade with Spanish America. This trade was so
 vital to Mikveh Israel, the Jewish community on Curaçao, that it chose to ignore
 one of the ordinances of the Talmud Torah congregation, its parent community of
 Amsterdam. While all other ordinances were followed, that one which prohibited
 community members from staying in 'countries of idolatry' was ignored. The adop-
 tion of this ban would have left many Jews penniless.32

 The most important idolatrous country for the Curaçaoan Jews was Venezuela.
 After the first transactions were concluded here around 1660, contacts with the
 Caracas coast increased steadily until six vessels were sailing there every week by the
 mid-1 780s.33 Venezuela's economy revolved around a single cash crop. From the
 mid-seventeenth until the early nineteenth century, it was the world's largest cacao
 producer.34 Whereas part of the cacao sales to Curaçaoans took place in the Vene-
 zuelan ports of Puerto Cabello and La Guaira, the illicit nature of the trade led most
 of the Dutch vessels to sail to the numerous bays, coves or inlets along the littoral,
 preferably where the hinterland was a cacao-producing valley.

 Until the mid-eighteenth century, most of the Curaçaoan merchantmen were
 sloops. Later, schooners became popular and all but ousted the sloop. These were
 fast vessels, suited to both the coastal and the long-haul trade. Curaçaoan schooners
 usually had thirty or forty, but sometimes up to ninety, men on board, and could
 still reach safety in an encounter with Spanish coast guards by relying on their
 oars.35 The names of the sloops and schooners leave little doubt as to their owners.
 The archives are full of names such as the Masaltob , the Abraham en Isaac , the
 Bathseba , and the Bekeerde Jood (the 'Converted Jew').

 31 See note 15.
 32 Yosef Kaplan, The Curaçao and Amsterdam Jewish Communities in the 17th and 18th

 Centuries', in American Jewish History LXXII (1982) p. 200-202.
 33 ARA NWIC 1173 fols. 997-1004, 2030-2032, NWIC 1174 fols. 91-112, 213-229 and 1461-1470.

 At least since 1660, cacao production was the main economic activity of the province of Caracas.
 A census of that year listed the following professions: 80 vecinos were owners of cacao estancias ,
 38 of ranches, 38 of unspecified estancias , 8 of wheat estancias , 31 were merchants, 18 owned a
 sugar-mill, 13 were shop-owners, 7 were involved in fisheries and, finally, there were 14 artisans.
 By 1683, cacao dominated the local economy to an even greater extent. Out of 169 vecinos
 possessing agricultural estates, 109 cultivated only cacao, while 35 combined cacao production
 with raising cattle or producing sugar and wheat. María de Encarnación Rodriguez Vicente, 'La
 propiedad rústica entre los vecinos de Caracas hacia 1680', Anuario de Historia del Derecho
 Español (1967) p. 505-530. Dorothy Cairns Tamaro, A New World plantation region in colonial
 Venezuela: Eighteenth century cacao cultivation in the Tuy Valley and Barlovento (Ph.D.
 dissertation, Boston University, 1988) p. 142.

 35 Daily registers of Curaçao, 27 August 1765 - 28 January 1766. Archivo General de Simancas
 (AGS) Estado 6343. P.N. Diedenhoven to the MCC directors. Curaçao, 5 January 1756. RAZ
 MCC 56.1 77. The citizens of Curaçao to the WIC. Curaçao, probably 1761. ARA NWIC 603
 fols. 1445-1446. Manuel Lucena Salmoral, Características del comercio exterior de la provinda de
 Caracas durante el sexenio revolucionario (1807-1812) (Madrid 1990) p. 128-129.
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 Coastguard vessels did not patrol the littoral of the Spanish colonies to in-
 tercept Jewish ships; their target was any foreign craft that hugged the shore. Span-
 ish authorities limited legal colonial trade to subjects of the King, and in various
 treaties the Dutch Republic had promised to refrain from trade with Spanish Amer-
 ica. In fact, however, the Dutch West India Company placed a premium on smug-
 gling, by not levying taxes on products imported by Dutch vessels from the Spanish
 colonies. The contraband trade was therefore able to develop into a year-round
 business.

 In Venezuela and other Spanish colonies, Curaçaoan traders might pay for the
 Spanish products in cash or in kind, but usually it was a combination of both: for
 instance, a certain sum of money, one or two slaves plus a few pieces of textile,
 imported from Amsterdam and Zeeland.36 An average Curaçaoan trading voyage
 involved stops at a number of Spanish American coastal places. It was generally not
 profitable to sail straight back and forth between Curaçao and a foreign port: the
 value of the products procured was outweighed by the expense of equipping the
 vessel. Moreover, it was difficult enough for shipowners to recruit enough crewmen.
 It was therefore advisable to have the same crew make as many short voyages as
 possible, before dropping anchor again in Curaçao.37

 A transaction often involved a meeting between a Curaçaoan vessel and a Span-
 ish sloop. The Dutch side would make a payment and the Spanish traders would
 bring their merchandise to the beach next day.38 Curaçaoans sometimes dealt direct-
 ly with Spanish planters inland, but more often they would hire pilots, who usually
 also acted as trait- d'unions between planters and traders along the coast or on the
 rivers of the Spanish Main. A pilot could come on board a Curaçaoan vessel with a
 letter announcing that after dusk, a fire would be lit on shore, which would be a
 signal to send a boat to collect one or two merchants. While cruising along the coast,
 Curaçaoan captains also received letters from the owners of their ship telling them
 where they should go to do business.39

 While the Curaçaoans had to exercise caution when Spanish coastguard vessels
 were in the area, they also had to be wary of trusting the people they encountered in

 36 Statement by Pedro de Villa. Curaçao, October 1740. ARA Oud Archief Curaçao (О AC) 809 fol.
 182.

 37 Citizens of Curaçao to the WIC, Chamber of Amsterdam. 1761 or 1762. NWIC 603 fols. 1446-
 1447. Willem Kock, boatswain, to the WIC. Curaçao, 13 July 1753. ARA NWIC 1161 fol. 6.
 Vicente de Amézaga Aresti, Vicente Antonio de Icuza. Comandante de corsarios (Caracas 1966) p.
 49-50.

 38 Interrogation of Pieter Taeijste. Curaçao, 6 February 1766. ARA NWIC 605 fols. 210-211.
 Testimonies of Joseph Gatardo and Ignacio de la Raza. Curaçao, 7 August 1731. ARA NWIC 580
 fol. 483.

 39 Statement by Daniel Danielse, Jan Boudewijn Bastiaan and Joseph de Vos. Curaçao, 5 September
 1742. ARA OAC 813 fols. 11-13. Council of Curaçao to the WIC, Chamber of Amsterdam.
 Curaçao, 20 July 1723. ARA NWIC 577 fols. 633-641. Marquis de Cassai, Governor of Caracas,
 to King Charles II. Caracas, 31 May 1690. AGI Santo Domingo 198 R1 N7f. Declaration of the
 crew of Jonge Hendrik. Curiepe, 16 August 1750. ARA OAC 824 fol. 296-297. Cf. for the
 exchange of letters: Boletín del Archivo Nacional (1935) p. 459.
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 sloops or on the beach. It was therefore advisable to use passwords. For example,
 the merchants on a Dutch ship that sailed to New Granada were advised to say that
 the "milk has not curdled".40 But even though the coast and land guards sometimes
 took their tasks seriously enough to actually seize contraband goods, they could
 also easily be bribed with a cheese or a bottle of brandy. Sephardic merchant Samuel
 Salom, for instance, persuaded the teniente of Coro to turn a blind eye to the
 transactions in exchange for some small services. After the teniente had come on
 board the Curaçaoan sloop, Salom supplied him with good wine and gave him a
 shirt as well as a pair of trousers.41

 The big merchants, who could survive the financial consequences of a confiscat-
 ed shipment of contraband, were not the only ones to venture into this risky busi-
 ness. They were joined by some of the less affluent Curaçaoans. The vast majority of
 the Jews and Protestants were actually in the lower income bracket. Tax lists show
 that the differences in affluence were similar for both groups (tables 2 and 3).
 Throughout the eighteenth century, the richest islanders were found among the
 Protestants, and except for the first decade, Jews were slightly more numerous in the
 third and lowest income bracket. The differences between the two groups were
 generally very small.42

 Table 2

 Tax assessment per group, 1702-170743

 Gentiles Jews 1702 Gentiles Jews 1707
 1702 1707

 60 pesos 0.4% 0% 0.4% 0%

 50 0.8% 0% 1.4% 0%

 40-50 1.2% 0% 0% 1.1%

 30-40 7.0% 11.7% 6.2% 14.7%

 20-30 8.6% 13.8% 7.6% 14.7%

 10-20 21.4/ 24.5% 22.7% 24.2%

 1-10 60.6% 50.0% 61.7% 45.3%

 100% 100% 100% 100%

 40 See the loe of the Arentsbervh. kept in the Tohn Carter Brown Library.
 41 Testimony of Eliao Israeli and Eliao de Jacob Pereyra. Curaçao, 16 May 1738. ARA О AC 808,

 fol. 453.

 42 On average, 7.8% of the Gentiles and 4.3% of the Jews belonged to the first income group, 22.0
 and 19.9% respectively, to the second group, and 70.4 and 75.8% to the lowest income group.
 Adapted from: Bernard R. Buddingh', Van Punt en Snoa. Ontstaan en groei van Willemstady
 Curaçao vanaf 1634, De Willemstad tussen 1700 en 1732 en de bouw ge schie dénis van de synagoge
 Mikvé Israël-Emanuel 1730-1732 ('s-Hertogenbosch 1994) p. 78, 80. The 1702 tax was levied to
 pay for the costs of repairing a city gate and rebuilding part of the city wall. It is unclear what
 purpose the 1707 list served.
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 Table 3

 Family tax 1719-176544

 1st Class 2nd Class 3rd Class

 Year Gentiles Jews Gentiles Jews Gentiles Jews

 1719 3.2 3.2 22.5 24.7 74.3 72.0

 1740 6.8 5.6 21.3 23.8 71.9 70.6

 1750 6.9 4.0 21.3 15.2 71.8 80.8

 1755 9.0 4.2 24.2 20.4 66.8 75.4

 1765 12.9 4.3 20.7 15.3 66.4 80.4

 A number of Curaçaoan sailors did not resign themselves to a slender income
 and took the risk to earn a few pesos extra. Either alone or in conjunction with
 others, they hired a sloop for a single voyage, bought some articles on credit, and
 kept their fingers crossed for a safe trip.45 When Spanish coast guards stepped up
 their vigilance, it became a risky enterprise, since the entire cargo would be lost in
 the event of capture. An even harsher fate befell other sailors, including some Jews,
 who were clapped in irons and condemned to serve on the galleys of North Africa,
 while some ended up in la Carraca, a prison in Cádiz, Spain, with a particularly
 sinister reputation on Curaçao.46

 Through these experiences the Jews came to identify closely with the fortunes
 of Curaçao, as an entry in the diary of a Spaniard who stayed on the island at the
 time of an English assault on Venezuela in 1743 shows. It was a Basque company,
 the Compañía Guipuzcoana, which held sway over that Spanish colony at the time.
 The Basques had been successfully fighting Curaçao's contraband trade, which had
 made them highly unpopular among the Curaçaoans. The diary described the re-
 markable picture that unfolded before the Spaniard's eyes, when it was announced
 that an English squadron of 23 ships had dropped anchor in La Guaira:

 44 Adapted from: Emmanuel and Emmanuel, op. cit., Vol. I, p. 227. The family tax was created to
 pay for the Protestant minister's salary.
 The capital was often no larger than the value of one vessel with its cargo. Governor Isaac Faesch
 to WIC. Curaçao, 30 April 1744. ARA NWIC 591 fol. 162. Emmanuel and Emmanuel, op. cit.,
 Vol. I, 143. Testimony of Tames Dickinson. Curacao, 8 August 1741. ARA OAC 811 fol. 66

 46 This harsh fate fell to Jacob and Abraham Henriquez Moron, Ishac de Medina, Jacob Moreno
 Henriquez, and Abraham de Belmonte (1733), Mosseh de Selomoh Levy Maduro (1734), Jeudah
 Alva (1748), Abraham Pinedo and Manuel Tabuada (1764), Daniel Martines and Salomon Calvo
 (late 1760s), and Aron de David Uziel Cardozo (1773). Emmanuel and Emmanuel, op. cit., Vol. I,
 p. 222-226. Testimony of Abraham Dias and David Jesurun Henriquez. Curaçao, 6 January 1749.
 ARA Oud Archief Curaçao (OAC) 820 fol. 11. Zvi Loker, Jews in the Caribbean. Evidence on
 the History of the Jews in the Caňbbean Zone in Colonial Times (Jerusalem 1991) p. 72-73.
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 'This news caused such a delight and satisfaction among the inhabitants of this city that they were

 exalting the English all day long until night fell and the god Bacchus settled them down [...]. The

 ones who went most out of their way to celebrate the news were the Jews, who proclaimed in

 loud voices in the Spanish tongue: citizens and residents, the victory is ours, because [...] the Great

 God of Israel has drawn the sword of His justice against these Basque dogs who have afflicted so

 much damage on us.'47

 This was no idle talk. It is known from other sources that the Jews were
 prepared to do anything to defend their island against enemies.48

 While Curaçaoan sloops were continuously sailing to Spanish American desti-
 nations, Spanish vessels rarely entered the port of Willemstad, due to the official
 Spanish prohibition of colonial trade with foreigners. Spaniards who did come to
 Curaçao were usually on their way from La Guaira to other ports in Spanish Amer-
 ica and were lured by Curaçao's perennial supply of a wide variety of goods at
 relatively low prices and the Dutch demand for colonial products and bullion. Fre-
 quently, the Venezuelans calling at the Dutch island were bound for Veracruz, Santo
 Domingo or Puerto Rico with more cacao on board than had been registered. This
 surplus was exchanged on Curaçao for linen goods and other European articles,
 which were afterwards sold at the official destination.49

 Importance of Jewish networks

 Family ties are often considered to have been the distinguishing feature of
 Jewish commercial activities. In the case of Curaçao, family ties were important
 both in the intra-Caribbean trade and in the ocean-going trade conducted between
 mercantile firms of Amsterdam and their Curaçaoan correspondents. Yet the num-
 ber of mixed Jewish- Gentile shipping companies on the island is striking. Further-
 more, Dutch trade in the Caribbean certainly did not revolve around Jewish net-
 works. The 'idolatrous countries' on the Spanish American mainland, where most
 Curaçaoan trade took place, lacked sizeable Jewish communities. Seymour Lieb-
 man's assertion that branches of the Mikveh Israel community were established in
 Caracas and Coro, thereby laying the foundation of an extensive trade network, is
 only true for a later period.50

 47 Diary of Juan Francisco Navarro. Curaçao, 3 March - 3 April 1743. Annex to San Gil to Marqués
 de Villarias. The Haeue, 4 Tuly 1743. AGS Estado 6275.

 48 Although they were outnumbered by the Protestants, the Jews made up over half of the whites
 that could be called ud in the 1780s to stoo a dreaded Spanish attack.

 49 Agustín Moreno Henriquez to José de Galvez. Amsterdam, 11 February 1778. AGI Indiferente
 General 2412.

 50 This assertion by Liebman is based on a quote from Melvin H. Jackson. Liebman's discussion of
 Curaçao's Jews is full of errors. He wrongly argues, for instance, that Jewish enclaves existed in
 Venezuela before 1693, and identifies Tucacas with Puerto Lopez, Colombia. Seymour B.
 Liebman, New World Jewry, 1493-1825: Requiem for the Forgotten (New York 1982) p. 183 ff.
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 On the other hand, commercial ties between the Sephardim of Curaçao and the
 Jews of New York were close. New York's Gratz brothers consigned goods to the
 Mirandas of Curaçao, while Nathan Simson was New York's major Curaçao trader
 from 1715 to 1722, organizing 23 voyages to the Dutch island, or 13% of all voyages
 from Manhattan. Later in the century, Daniel Gomez (1695-1780), the scion of a
 successful mercantile family, took over as the leading Curaçao merchant, sending as
 many as 133 ships from 1739 to 1772 with a combined value of £ 7,145. Daniel's
 thirty-five correspondents on the island were all Sephardic Jews. In his case, family
 ties reinforced the economic links with the Dutch island, since Daniel Gomez mar-

 ried Esther Levy from Curaçao.51 Other marriages between New York and Curaçao
 Jews were contracted between the Dovales, Pardos, Naftalis, Gomezes, and Pinhei-
 ros of New York and the De Casseres, Idanha de Casseres, Lopez da Fonseca, a
 Levy and Mendes da Gama of Curaçao.52

 Curaçaoan Jew in High Circles: Phelipe Henriquez

 Jacob Senior, who adopted his grandfather's name Phelipe Henriquez when he
 went into trade, may in some ways be representative of Curaçaoan Jewry. He came
 from a family of New Christians that had fled Portugal in the 1590s. Felipe Hen-
 riques, also known as Juda Senior (1589-1656) set up a business in Amsterdam,
 specializing in trade with Portugal and the Mediterranean.53 Felipe left a son Mor-
 dechay, who served Johan Maurits van Nassau-Siegen, governor of Dutch Brazil,
 who created a favourable social climate attracting numerous Amsterdam Sephardim.
 Mordechay's son Phelipe was born around 1660 in Amsterdam, and at the age of
 twenty-five he came to Curaçao with three of his brothers and built up a merchant
 fleet. Another brother stayed behind in Amsterdam to secure freight for the out-
 going ships. At Curaçao, Phelipe established contacts with traders in numerous

 51 Daniel Snydacker, Traders in exile: Quakers and Jews of New York and Newport in the New
 World economy , 1650-1776 (Ph.D. dissertation, The Johns Hopkins University, 1982) p. 268-271,
 278-279, 453. Jacob R. Marcus, The Colonial American Jew 1492-1776 , 3 vols. (Detroit 1970) Vol.
 II, p. 596-597, 607, 618. David de Sola Pool, Portraits etched in stone. Early Jewish settlers 1682-
 1831 (New York 1952) p. 237-238. Snydacker lists the following Sephardim as Daniel Gomez's
 Curaçaoan agents: Isaac Abenator, Mordecai Alieves Correa, Joseph Attias de Neyra, Aaron de
 Chaves, Sarah de Chaves, Joseph Da Costa Gomez, Yeoshuato Henriques, Yeoshuato Henriques,
 Jr., Moses Henriques Cotin, Josia Idanah De Casres, Saul Idanah De Casres, Moses D. Benjamin
 Jesurin, Elis Elias Levy, Isaac Levy, Manuel Levy, Isaac Levy Maduro, Abraham De Marchena,
 Isaac De Marchena, Abraham de Marento, Aron Molta, Abraham Monsanto, Israel Monsanto,
 Jacob de Tosuah Neyra, Mordecai Parara, Sara De Mordecai Parrena, Manuel Henrique Peneds,
 Moses Penso, Abraham Peredo, Jacob Pinedo, Eliu Rodrigue Miranda, Isaac Rodrigue Miranda,
 Abraham Saspurittas, Leo Touro, and Benjamin Vas Ferro. Many of these names are corruptions.
 Abraham Saspurittas, for instance, probably refers to Abraham Jesurun Saportas (d. 1762).
 Emmanuel, op. cit., (1957) p. 511.
 Emmanuel, op. cit., (1957) p. 261.

 53 GAA DTB 668/130: notice of intended marriage, 13 December 1617. GAA NA 625, fols. 439-441.
 Act of 14 January 1620. NA 646, fols. 224, 341. Acts of 28 August and 12 December 1622. Thanks
 go to Odette Vlessing of Amsterdam's Gemeentearchief for providing reproductions of the index
 cards.
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 Spanish colonies and went on to become one of the region's busiest merchants. He
 also became involved in international diplomacy. During the War of the Spanish
 Succession, he was in the service of the camp of Archduke Charles, the candidate for
 the vacant Spanish Crown who was supported by an alliance of the Dutch Republic,
 Great Britain, Austria, and Brandenburg-Prussia. The candidate of Spain and
 France, on the other hand, was the grandson of Louis XIV, the later Philip V. The
 Jews of Amsterdam and Curaçao backed the Archduke, fearing that a victory for
 Philip would lead to French domination in the trade with Spanish America. Both
 Belmontes did their utmost to prevent this shift in the commercial balance. During
 the war, the Dutch States General recognized Manuel as the Archduke's resident in
 the Netherlands, while Schonenberg moved to Lisbon, where the self-styled Charles
 III established his shadow court.

 Charles deployed ambassadors in all quarters of the world to plead his case. His
 ambassador for northern Spanish America was the Count de Antería, who used
 Curaçao as an operational base in his attempts to win the people of Venezuela over
 to the Archduke. Antería availed himself of the vessels of Phelipe Henriquez and his
 excellent contacts with the Venezuelans. As a reward for this help, the governorship
 of Venezuela was dangled in front of Henriquez' nose.54 Shortly after the outbreak
 of the war, Phelipe made his way to The Hague, presumably for top-level deliber-
 ations. Unfortunately for him, the Archduke lost the war.

 In at least one other way, Henriquez was a remarkable man. In general, it was
 difficult for Jews to profess their faith on board the trading vessels surrounded by
 Gentiles: Protestant Dutchmen, Germans, and Scandinavians, as well as Roman
 Catholic free Blacks and Mulattoes. There are, however, some references in the
 archives to Jews who made no secret of their faith. Amanuel Alvares Correa, for
 instance, was a merchant on a sloop that was seized in 1746 near Caracas by an
 English ship. At the subsequent trial in Newport, Rhode Island, he swore an oath
 on the Pentateuch.55 Phelipe Henriquez was also open about his Judaism. He
 claimed he led his crew in Christian prayer in the morning and in the evening, and
 thereupon had a quiet read in a Hebrew prayer book. And when his business took
 him to the settlement of Río de la Hacha in New Granada, he observed the Mosaic

 law with such openness, that the local priest was scandalized and lodged a complaint
 in Cartagena de Indias.

 54 Patent, issued by Governor Jeremias van Collen. Curaçao, 2 June 1702. AGI Santo Domingo 696.
 J. de Wildt, secretary of the Amsterdam Admiralty, to Pensionary Anthonie Heinsius.
 Amsterdam, 9 November 1703, in: A.J. Veenendaal Jr. (ed.) De brief wisse ling van Anthonie
 Heinsius 1702-1720 , several vols. (The Hague 1976-) Vol. Ill, p. 532. С/. 'Concept tot veroveringe
 en verdelinge van de Spaense Westindien tussen Hollant en Engelant.' The Hague, December
 1707. ARA Aanwinsten 1906 XLIII 23.

 55 Dorothy S. Towle, Records of the Vice- Admiralty Court of Rhode Island 1716-1752 (Washington
 1936) p. 348.
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 It was therefore hardly an accident that Phelipe eventually found himself in the
 dungeons of the Inquisition in Cartagena, even though the official reason given was
 his trade in arms and ammunition. In a report he wrote after his release, Phelipe
 relates that he was accused of slaughtering chickens in a ritual Jewish manner in
 Santa Marta on the coast of present-day Colombia. During an interrogation, he
 denied this allegation by saying that he was not qualified to perform that function,
 and that local Jews had done it in his stead. Phelipe's captivity only lasted ten weeks.
 His freedom was bought by the director of the Portuguese Guinea company that
 employed him. Subsequently, Phelipe continued to deal with Spanish America; he
 died in Cuba in 1718.56

 Tucacas, A Dutch Colony on Venezuelan Soil

 One of the places where smuggling was endemic was a small Venezuelan village
 near Coro named Tucacas. The multitude of narrow passages of the Yaracuy River
 near Tucacas were ideal for the small sloops of Curaçao when trying to escape from
 the large ships of the Spanish coastal patrols. Although most trade between Vene-
 zuelans and Curaçaoans was originally organized in the central parts of Venezuela's
 littoral, the Coro region had two advantages: its emptiness and its proximity to
 Curaçao. Except for some Indian villages the area was uninhabited, so it did not pay
 for the authorities in Caracas to have it patrolled continuously. The Curaçaoans
 seized the opportunity to establish a settlement of their own there in the late seven-
 teenth century. A group of Jews seem to have pitched camp in Tucacas after an
 epidemic had swept Curaçao, killing one of Phelipe's brothers.

 At first the colony was led by Jurriaan Exteen alias Jorge Cristian, a maritime
 captain in the service of Phelipe Henriquez who styled himself the Marquis of
 Tucacas and according to some witnesses kept a princely court.57 He was followed
 by Samuel Hebreo, who appropriated the title Lord of Tucacas. During his rule,
 when the colony consisted of seventeen houses and a synagogue,58 Tucacas was
 where most Hispano-Dutch transactions in the New World took place. Over a
 million pounds of cacao were traded here annually. In addition, tobacco, cattle, and

 56 In the late eighteenth century, David Morales, another Curaçaoan of repute, traded extensively
 with the Spanish colonies. While Henriquez was promised the governorship of Venezuela,
 Morales was appointed commercial agent of Spain on Curaçao in the late eighteenth century,
 when a measure of free trade was introduced in Spain's transatlantic commerce. Isidoro
 Aizenbere, 'Dos comerciantes judíos de la época colonial'. Boletín Histórico 10 (1972) p. 271-282.

 57 Clara Catharina Kerckrinck and David Senior to Interim-Governor Jonathan van Beuningen.
 Curacao, 13 October 1716. ARA Staten-Generaal 9489.

 58 Analola Borges, 'El inicio del comercio internacional venezolano (siglo XVIII)', Boletín de la
 Academia Nacional de Historia [Caracas] 46 no. 189 (1965) 33. Governor Juan Pedro van Collen
 later wrote that the erection of a synagogue had been one of the reasons for the foundation of the
 Compaia Guipuzcoana. Juan Pedro van Collen to the WIC. Curaçao, 7 June 1737. ARA NWIC
 583 fol. 301.
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 mules were shipped to Curaçao. The importance of Tucacas in the contraband trade
 did not go unnoticed. The Spanish government decided to stamp out the Dutch
 settlement completely. In 1710, the alcalde ordinario and alférez real of Coro, the
 chief ensign of the town, was sent to Tucacas with 150 Indian archers. They de-
 stroyed several houses and killed the cattle the Curaçaoans had left behind. The
 Curaçaoans returned, however, to build a fortress and within a few years another
 Spanish expedition reported the presence of two hundred armed Curaçaoans.

 It took the Spanish authorities a long time to organize a structural response. In
 1734, Venezuelan Governor Martín de Lardizábal erected a fort with four cannon,
 but the soldiers deployed there deserted because of the low wages.59 The fort was
 destroyed in February 1740 in a joint attack by privateers from St Christopher and
 six sloops from Curaçao sailing under English colours. In later years, the Dutch
 continued to return to Tucacas, despite the watch kept by the coastguards of the
 Compaia Guipuzcoana. As late as 1767-68, the Dutch were reported to be taking
 local products from Tucacas as boldly as if they were on their own soil.60

 It sank into oblivion in the troubled late eighteenth and early nineteenth centu-
 ry, which marked the downfall of Curaçao as a staple market. The French invasion
 of the Dutch Republic in 1795 caused several interruptions of shipping traffic with
 the metropolis, while the British occupations between of 1800-03 and 1807-16 ended
 Curaçao's commercial prosperity for good. The high taxes and the far-reaching
 restraints imposed on Curaçao's shipping prompted numerous Jews to leave the
 island. Many years later, when the Dutch flag was raised once more on Curaçao,
 British and North American merchants had taken over the role the Curaçaoans had
 played in the region. Jewish and Protestant merchants in the Netherlands were no
 longer prepared to invest in the West Indies.

 59 Statement by Martín de Lardizábal, Governor of Caracas. Caracas, 15 October 1734. AGI Santo
 Domingo 710.
 Arauz Monfante places the destruction of the fort in July, 1741, while the Spanish ambassador in
 The Hague gave as a date 27 February 1740. Celestino Andrés Arauz Monfante, El contrabando
 holandés en el Caribe durante la primera mitad del siglo XVIII (2 vols. Caracas, 1984) Vol. I, p.
 71-72. Marquis de San Gil to the States General. The Hague, 28 December 1741. ARA Staten-
 Generaal 7138. 'Information collected by delegates of the Council of Curaçao', 6 September 1743.
 ARA NWIC 590 fols. 547-552. Angel Altolaguirre y Duvale (ed.), Relaciones geográficas de la
 Gobernación de Venezuela 1767-68 (Caracas 1954) p. 91.
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