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even the remembrance is not permitted, is not an isolated fa.ct, emanating from an 
incidental oonvcrsion, whether compulsory or voluntary. He will realize, too, that this 
close and many-sided, although ,-ariously alternating, relation between the Christians 
and the Jews in Spain is the result of causes which lie deeper, and a knowledge of 
which throws a light truly not unimponant on the history of both: the history, 
namely, of one of the most remarkable nations and States of Christian Europe, and 
of that still more extraonfuury people which, in spite of temporary alienation from 
the God and Messiah of its fathers, found nevertheless .in the Spanish Peninsula 
during more than fourteen centuries a second fatherland, and then lost it again. 

Various particulars remain to he mentioned in connexion with still other inquiries 
and assertions of 'C. & A.' But this article is already long enough. I will return in 
a later issue of De NtlfX1TSdrn to the subject of names of Jews in Spain and Portugal, 
about which I have further remarks to add. For the present, Sat prata biberunt. 

POST ScR1PTUM. Just a word must he said regarding the ridiculous assumption of 
'C. & A.' that I may have taken it for granted that Portuguese Jews belonging to the 
aristocratic oommunity of the Synagogue had some claim, ipso jaJ:to, to nobility. 
This accusation appcan to me to he nothing but malicious prejudice. On the oon­
trary, I have said that aocording to the custom of this couotry the ancient noble 
traditions of the Spanish and Portuguese Jews bad made way for a later patrician 
status (involving eligibility for election to the Council of Elders of the Synagogue). 
The families from whom Jewish patrician society was principally recruited usually 
belonged actually to those whose claim to nobility we have here vindicated ; but for 
the reasons mentioned abo,·c many of these families were excluded from this select 
society whose noble descent was not in dispute. 

I I I• 
The author of the answers to the questions put by 'C. & A.', published in D, 

Navorscher, pp. 209-17 and 26cr74, is of opinion that he still owes some explana­
tions to 'C. & A.', especially with reference to the note on p. 268. 

As the editors ha,·e so courteously extended their columns for this purpose, he will 
be in a position to supply a few further particulars regarding gcnealogioo-historical 
faCtS, and this will conclude his remarks on the subject. 

First, however, he would ask for permission to give a few not unimportant par­
ticulars regarding two examples of families of old noble descent, which were especi­
ally conspicuous among the Spanish and Portuguese Jews settled in the Netherlands: 

I Rcpintcd bom 0, f."••--• rii., 71. 
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the families of Pereira and Henriques Pimentel, both belonging to the congregation 
of the Portuguese Synagogue at Amsterdam and The Hague. 

There existed in Portugal, the Netherlands, France, and Austria, and still exist to 
some extent, families which bear that name Pereira. How far these families are related 
to each other in the male line is not known to the author of this article, and he is of 
opinion that it would be ,·ery difficult to find that out. 

The most noble f.unily or branch of that name in the '.\etherlands was descended 
from Abraham Israel Pereira• and his sons. They also had the names Pereira, 
Pereira Coutinho, Pereira Belmonte, Ximenes Pereira, &c. As far as I know there i; 
no male descendant in existence in the :\ictherlands belonging to the patrician society 
of the Portuguese Synagogue. Baron de Pereira at Vienna, as well as the Lopez 
Pcreiras mentioned earlier in these pages, do not appear to belong to the Pereiras 
mentioned above (i.e. they are not descendants of Abraham Israel Pereira). 

The heirs of the family here in question have in their possession an important 
document, which is of particular interest from an artistic point of view; the author 
of this article has in the past '"'•mined it carefully, and feels etttain that it is still in 
existence to-day, in the possession perhaps of some relation or heir of the last male 
Pereira of that stock. 

It is a manuscript in colossal large folio, bound in red velvet and containing eight 
parchment pages, on which is recorded, on behalf of Count Dom Manuel Pereira, 
the genealogical tree of this Portuguese nobleman, beginning from Ruy (Rodrigo) 
Pereira, surnamed 'o Bravo' (the Brave), his great-grandfather's great-grandfather. 
The manuscript, dated 22 February 1535, is signed and issued by the King of Arms 
(named 'Portugal' by virtue of his office) of King John III of Portugal. It contains 
an orderly list of the various families, usually of royal Portuguese blood, from which 
this Dom Manuel Pereira descended in the female line, and sets forth also in what 
way the King of Portugal, then reigning, was for his part similarly descended in 
the female line from the Pereiras.• The escutcheons, elegantly depicted in colours 
upon metal, of every person mentioned (thirty in all) with miniature portraits of the 
various Counts and Princes, are reproduced upon this splendid pedigree. 

There is a declaration on the sixth and last page by the King of Arms, expressed 
in the rather slovenly Portuguese characteristic of such documents at that period, to 
the effect that the request of Count Dom ~1anuel for confirmation of his descent from 
the family of royal blood through his ancestor Ruy Pereira is granted, as this fact 
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is found to be most true, being derived truly out of the chronicles of Portugal and 
Castile; and that the King of Arms did put his hand and ,cal accordingly to this 
document, inscribed and illustrated by Anton Dolamda and Jooo ~lenelau, 'Officacs 
da nobreza', upon two and a half sheets of vellum, divided into five full pages, 
etc., etc. 

The author does not know how far the Peniras of Amsterdam have been able to 
prove their affiliation to these Portuguese Perciru, as he has not been in a position 
to examine the documenlS of this branch of the f.unity, which is now wholly extinct. 
The three following circumstances can, at the most, ooly establish a presumption that 
this relationship existed-the similarity of traditions and documents of emigrant 
Spanish and Portuguese Jews; the Cl<traOrdinary consideration which the family 
eojoycd in the Synagogue at Amsterdam as one pre-anin.tnlly nobk and il/u.strwus ;' 
and lastly the almost unthinkable improbability that this so highly valuable and im­
portant document should ha,·e become the J>05S<SSlOn of another Pereira family than 
that on whose behalf it had been issued. 

The arms of the Pcreiras, illustrated many times in this document, and always used 
by the faroily in Portu.gal, arc, ing,,Je,, a silver aoss with lilies (aoix fourd,li.sie). The 
Perciru of the Synagogue certainly did not include this croa in their t<Xlt of arms, but 
they did, I think, use a tree with allusion to the name 'peral', i.e. pear-tree, either as 
arms or as a device included therein. The fact that families returning or being con­
verted to Judaism did not retain the aoss is explained by a motive alt too deplorable 
in the eyes of a Christian. The Teixeiras, too, used in Portugal a aoss of gold in azure, 
but in this country it also, I think, became a tree, quartered with the checkered gold 
and sable of the Sampa)'OS, That branch of the Teixcirss which was eMobled in 
the Netherlands used this escutcheon in ilS entirety.• 

Although we ha,·e been unable to pro,·e the coMcxion between the Amsterdam 
Perciras and the family which kept poosession of the genealogical tree from Portugal, 
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we have. however, been in a position to prove such an affiliation between the branches 
of the family of Pimentel. 

;\{r, ?11oses Henriques Pimentel, an official at the Minisuy of Finance and chief 
mathematical teacher in the Municipal Academy at The Hague, bas both father and 
grandfather with the name and coat of arms of that ,·ery old Portuguese and Spanish 
family. He has been so good as to allow the author of this article to see a most im­
portant document, which proves his undisputed right to use the arms. 

Less magnificently executed, and without any illustrations such as those found in 
the above-mentioned pedigree of the Pereiras, th.is family document of the Pimentels 
is of no less importance for the contribution it gives us to our knowledge of the 
genealogies of the Portuguese- and Spanish-Jewish families now settled in the Nether­
lands. 

This document has also been submitted to the i!liaster of the Rolls, Dr. Bakhuiun 
van den Brink. This learned gentleman bas examined the document, and he too does 
not doubt that it is a true and authentic copy (signed and issued in the year 15~ by 
Don Augustin de Campo) of the original chaner, in which King Henry III of Castile 
and Leon, on 17 Jl,lay 1398, at Tordesillas, invests his true liege and nobleman, Don 
Juan Alonso Pimentel, with the tide of Count and the poo.-ion of the town of 
Benavente in Leon, with the high jurisdiction and privileges thereto belonging.• 

The escutcheon of the Pimentels is ponrnyed time times at the head of this inter­
esting document (the authentic copy of 15~). In the centre is the coat used by the 
Pimentels in Portugal: in or time crossbeams gules, quartered (2 and 3) with five 
scallops of St. James argml, on a field sint,pk, and a border argmt, charged with 
crosses; crest, a bull's bust in guJes with horns and fore-legs argmt and one of the 
scallops of the shield before the head. At either side is a further reproduction of the 
escutcheon, but as the Spanish Pimentcls used it, i.e. without the borde.r of crosses 
and the crest, and charged only -..ith the count's coronet. 

The authentic copy of the grant of go,·emment of the town of Benavente is 
followed by a number of successive dedar.atioos and acts executed in various places, 
and sealed by competent authorities, first in Spain and later in Belgium, for the benefit 
of descendants of the eighth Count of Benavente, who, like his famous ancestor, was 
named Don Juan Alonso; ,riz.: 

Don Enrique Pimentel, 1615, at Ocaia, and Don Antonio Alonso Pimentel, at 
Madrid, 1622 (as nearly as the figures can be deciphered), are granted permission to 
use the title as above. 

1 The Ctww hu abo been pna:cd. wit.bi abcn_ iD the N,._,_ C......,td oi AJooeo Lopo de HMo (15:u), i. 

·~-



128 NOBLE FAMILIES AMONG THE SEPHARDIC JEWS 

Don Francisoo Pimentel, Madrid, 1622, obtains pcnnission to use the escut• 
chcon. 

Dom Geronimo Pimentel, 1634-declantion of the oorrectness of his descent as 
above. (This declaration is expressed in Portuguese, whereas everywhere else Spanish 
is used in the text.) 

Dom ( ?) Pedro Pimentel, authorization as above, at Toro, 16o3 ( ?). 
Dom ( ?) Diego Pimentel, "ith the addition of-'desccndant of the Count as above', 

1674. 
The last declaration 1w been given in favour or bhac Henriques Pimentel, alias 

J\1anucl Pimentel, and is written in Freocb, whicb reads literally as follows: 
De par sa /Jfajuti ltnj>lriak et CatJwliqv,, Dlpartnnmt de Bnatlks. Le Conseil 

Souvtrein de l'Emptr'11T Charles Six, Roy Dakmagne, de Castille, de Leon, D'arago11, 
et Due de Bmugone, de L,,ll,ie,, de Brabant ti Limbourg, de Luxeml>ourg, de Gutldre, 
de /Jfilan, l!iJc. Dk/are qu, k pri#nt aquit oalabk p,,o,r lsluu Henriques Pimentel, alias 
/Jfanu,/ Pimentel. Vu, en la flille de Bn,u/Jes, -. k cackt secret de sa lt1ajutl le 
trei::e tkJuilkt 1704 (17147). 

Then follows the signatutt or de Rocquigny, preceded by the Imperial seal. 
Mr. Moses Henriques Pimentel proves, by mc:ans or not:uuil and other documents, 

that he descends from l\1aoucl Pimentel, so named on the document last mentioned, 
and called, in the Symgogue at Amsterdam, of which from 1682 he was a oontribu• 
ting member, Ishac Henriques Pimentel, in the following manner: 

lshac Henriques Pimentel, alias i\1aouel Pimentel, married San de Joseph Pereira, 
and of their sons: 

Samuel Henriques Pimentel (from 1719 a citizen of Amslenbm) married Judica 
de Meza and was the father of 

Moses Henriques Pimentel, married to Rachel vaz Diu, and father of 
Samuel Henriques Pimentel, who married i\1iriam da Silva and became the 

father of the above-mentioned gentlcman-'.\loses Henriques Pimentel, who married 
Rebecca, daughter of Principal Rehucl Cohen Lobatto, at Delh. 

\Ve may conclude with some further historical particulars regarding the ancient 
and noble Pimentels of Spain and Portugal, a family both famous and fruitful in 
valiant and distinguished members. 

Originally of Portuguese origin, this family is frequently mentioned in the so-called 
Lit1ro Ve/ho dos LinJragms (Ancient Book of Families), which contains particulars 
regarding the noble persons and families of Portugal. This book, which is of still 
earlier date than the well-known Nohilulrio by Count Dom Pedro, natural son of 
Dionysius, King of Portugal in the lint half of the fourteenth century, has been 
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republished in the work of D. Antonio Caetano de Sousa, already mentioned here 
(Part I of the Bij/agen or Appendices). 

Under the reigns of Dom Alfonso IV and Dom Pedro I, Kings of Portugal during 
the fourteenth century, lived the Commander of Santiago, Rodrigo Alfonso Pimentel. 
His son married Dona Leonor Telles de ~leneses, sister of the consort of King 
Dom Fernando, who was son and heir of the just-mentioned King Dom Pedro, 
husband of Inez de Castro of tragic fame. In the wars berween the Kings of Castile 
and King John I of Portugal concerning the succession of that country, this Pimentel 
chose the side of Castile, and aher the battle of Aljubarota had been decided 
in favour of Portugal, Pimentel took service under King Henry III of Castile and 
Leon. He is the Don Juan Alonso Pimentd who was created Count of Benavente 
by that Prince, and is the progenitor of the whole numerous and illustrious family of 
the Spanish Pimentels, which, from that time forward, in renown no less than in 
ancestry belong to the most eminent families of the Spanish nobility.' They have 
become related, through various marriages, to the royal family itself, and, since their 
settlement in Castile, have been honoured with Yarious titles (of Count and 11ar­
grave) in addition to that of Benavente. 

The main bnmcb, howe\·er, remainf':d with the title of Count of Benavente, and 
afterwards also of l\fayorga. This title, moreover, was so famous in the Spanish 
kingdom that its possessors ha,·e several times refused to allow their e.'<llltation to a 
dukedom, which otherwise was consistent with their importance. 

These Counts of Benavente, together with their numerous sons and blood-relations, 
were acclaimed with honour from generation to generation, under all the kings of 
Castile from Henry III until the days of Charles Ill, on all great ceremonial occasions 
of war and state.:. 

Under the Emperor Charles V this house of Pimentel bdonged to those (about thirty 
families, I believe) to whom that prince thought fit to restrict the title of Grandee, 
which before those times had been allowed much more extensively. They also were 
among the sixteen families to whom alone that same potentate, aher the wranglings 
with the German princes about the right to remain co,·ered in the Royal or Imperial 
Presence, gave back the well-kno",i right of Grandees specifically of the first class. 
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Don Juan Alonso Pimentel, the eighth Count of Bcna.·ente, succeeded his brother, 
Don Luiz, in the title. These two again, through their mother, who was a daughter 
of the fifth in succession to the Castilian throne, Don Fernando Henriques, Duke of 
l\1edina de Rioseco, were descended from the old kings of Castile, viz. through 
King Don Alonso XI, whose ruttural son was Don Fadrique Henriques, progenitor 
of the Castilian house of that name and title.' 

This Don Juan Alonso Pimentel was first Viceroy of Valencia, then of Naples, 
during the reign of King Philip III. He was twice married-first to an hereditary 
Duchess de Luna, and, stt10ndly, to Doiia lllencia de Zuniga y Requcsens, daughter 
of Don Luiz, who was very well known in our Dutch history as the mild successor of 
the harsh Governor, the Duke of Alva. 

From these two marriages the eighth Count of Bcna,-en1e leh no fewer than eighteen 
sons, who have been greatly distinguished in high civil, military, and ecclesiastical 
offices. Most of these have been mentioned by Alonso Lopes de Haro, and from that 
record most of the names ha,·e been reproduced on the family document of Mr. 
Pimentel of The Hague. The ancestor of this gentleman is llfanuel, alias lshac, who 
is thus descended in the fourth generation from Don Juan Alonso Pimentel, and, in 
the fifth generation (by marriage), from Don Luiz de Requesens. This information 
is gleaned from a very simple combination of the particulars supplied by de Haro 
with those given in the document abo\'e described. 

The successor to the title of Benavente and that of Grandee was Don Antonio 
Alonso Pimentel (who also is mentioned on the Pimentel document). Through his 
mother he was also Count de Luna. 

His son, another Don Juan Alonso, the tenth Count of Benavente, was made 
Knight of the Golden Fleece during the reign of King Philip IV. He died in the year 
1652. Some years later one of his nearest relations was, as we have seen, a member 
of the congregation of the Portuguese Synagogue at Amsterdam; and again, a little 
later, bis son was a simple broker of that city. This change of rank is curious, but by 
no means uncommon in the history of our Spanish- and Portuguese-Jewish families. 

That still other members of the family in the Portuguese Synagogue and elsewhere 
used the family name of Pimentel before the generation of Manuel, alias Ishac 
Henriques Pimentel, is certain. It is less cenain that these families belong to that 
of the Count of Bena,·ente. The family Abenhacar Pimentel, one of the oldest of 

I 7'be: ttciODd Count of .Bcm.\'UIU .... UlO manicd to bma daiTCd from tbae npcatcd COftl'lt!Cicl'II. An illuwa-
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The eombuwicn Henriques Pimeokl appears to lan-e 
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those which emigrated to the Xetherlands and Italy, certainly bore upon their 
escutcheon the scallops of St. James, and one of their members (an earlier i\llanuel 
Pimentel) was more than once admined to the court and intimate circle of King 
Henry IV of France. This, however, does not by any means prove an identity between 
the two families so conclusively as we have seen that :\Ir. i\1oses Henriques Pimentel 
is in a position to prove his descent. 

Among the names of those condemned by the Inquisition for Judaism we do not 
find recorded, at least by Llorente, that of Pimentel; but there was a tradition in the 
family of l\1r. Henriques Pimentel of The Hague that a female member of the family 
was burned at the slllke on account of adherence 10 her national religion. 

It would in any case betray only very slight knowledge of the history of the Jews 
of the Peninsula and of the characte,ristics of the Christian families descended from 
them, if, from this conversion or return of a few members of a family to the Syna­
gogue, it were concluded without funher proof that the entire family remained for 
centuries in secret adherence to Judaism. Such a conclusion would be particularly 
untrue in the case of the Pimentels who rCDiained in the Peninsula (so far at any 
rate as the present writer knows the history of Spain and Portugal). 

We shall return, bow-ever, to this point with a few general rem.arks in conclusion, 
provided the editors of D, Narx,rtdtn will kindly afford us the necessary space. 

IV• 

THE author of the articles in D, Narx,rtdtn (,·ol. vii, p. 274) undertook to provide 
some further particulars regarding the families and names (personal as well as family 
names) of the Jews and descendants of the Jews in Spain and Portugal. 

Extensive books could be wrinen regarding the origin and meaning of personal 
and family names in general. This particularly applies to the Jews of all periods and 
places. We are hoping just now to see a treatise on this subject by the learned Jew 
Steinscbneider.• \Ve only offer here a few general remarks, or rather examples, in con­
nexion with a few genealogical and documentary particulars concerning Jewish families 
of the Spanish Peninsula. 

The personal names borne by Jews both there and elsewhere, in Europe and Asia, 
as well as in Africa, are usually numerous and ,·aried. These are not only derived from 
the Bible, being therefore of directly Jewish origin, but also from Babylon and Persia, 
and other countries where the Jews were dispersed before and after the beginning of 
the Christian era. 

1 Rtprintcd fT"OCD Dt N~. i:r.. 110 ID!! ,74. MN ~Bmm:w. A.wtor, M. Sttitu<lwiJtr (1858), 
: Co.talopl Codit1t• n•___, BMiotwt« ~- p. 86. 


